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Course Guide and Community Life at ESLA 
 

Built for the 21st century student, life at The Episcopal School of Los Angeles represents an innovative, creative and 
academically rigorous experience.  Our core requirements seek to build a strong ethical and academic foundation, 
allowing students to understand their own strengths and interests as they move towards graduation.  The 
relationship between teacher and student, coach and athlete, leader and mentor is intended to both teach and 
inspire.  In this, we seek to give students a sense of joy in their work and their play, their challenges and their 
successes. 
 
Academic Vision: Embedded in the DNA of ESLAʼs academic program are questions of local and global opportunity 
and need.  Our departments are integrated in order to create an environment capable of engaging modern issues, 
allowing our students to be integrative problem solvers.  What is the “new” solar?  What does a sixteen year old 
have to say about questions of global hunger?  What makes a fine political leader?  What inspires inventors and 
innovators?  The “Common Conversation” centered on questions of opportunity and need seeks to enable our 
academic life to be relevant to daily life, building an effective, compassionate and ethical leader. 
 
When students come to ESLA, they are being creatively prepared for college and, far more importantly, beyond.  As 
examples:  Our Spanish program does not end at the AP level, it ends when students translate medical Spanish at 
a local emergency room.  Our economics course challenges students to examine basic theory and engage the most 
innovative models in the for-profit and non-profit worlds and use the Senior Project to experiment with ideas of their 
own.  Our athletic program offers opportunities for competition within the independent school league, and our 
athletes will also offer their best skills in local community coaching for younger athletes in our neighborhood.  At the 
center of this approach, the questions engaged inside and outside the classroom are not just about academic 
formation, they are questions that form the heart and the soul. 
 

The Core Ingredients 
 
A Balanced Life: ESLA is committed to preparing students for the challenges and opportunities of the future.  This 
involves caring for the whole person and requires our students not simply excel in their academic work but also 
participate in athletics, the arts, service, chapel and daily community life.  We believe all of these things are 
essential for the intellectual, spiritual, emotional and physical formation of a student.   
 
Technology: Often, schools define their technology program by a room with cables and computers.  At ESLA, 
technology is the lens we use to look at all our work.  Equipping our campus with our Media Lab (see description) 
and individual resources for each student an essential tool for a thoughtful and creative environment.   
 
A Diverse and Growing School: In what follows in the catalogue and community guide you will find a broad overview 
of ESLAʼs daily life.  We will start with a middle school in 2012, growing into high school in 2013.  It is imperative for 
prospective students and their families to get a sense of what our students will be working on throughout their high 
school career and so we have built out our program through our first graduating class.  Our goals, priorities and 
expectations for our students are laid out in detail.  Be assured that as we grow, this guide will grow and will 
continue to develop as we bring on a larger faculty and staff and explore new opportunities for academic excellence. 
 
The Benefits: At ESLA, one of our greatest gifts is our size (at maximum capacity we will be 350 students in the 6th-
12th grade).  Every student is encouraged as an athlete, a scholar and an artist.  Every student is seen as a 
potential leader.  We are a school for young people who are motivated, engaged thinkers, and want to be creative 
about their future.  We are a school for young people who embody a spirit of generosity in their work and in their 
play.  We are a place for students who want to found a newspaper, establish a mascot and, in so many other ways, 
have their fingerprint on the traditions and culture of a school that will serve the heart of the city for generations to 
come! 
 
Join us! 
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Requirements 
 

For Middle School 
 

Core 
English     3 Years  
History     3 Years 
Ethics, Philosophy, Theology 2 Sections 
Foreign Language   Latin (Intro in 6th grade)  
      2 years (7-8th grade) 
Mathematics    3 years 
STEM     3 Years 
 
 

Arts 
Visual Arts:     2 Sections 
Performing Arts:     1 Section 
 
 

Athletics 
      3 years 
 
 

Other Requirements 
Attendance in late afternoon Study Skills Lab (according to scheduling plan agreed upon between 
parents and the school), chapel and community meetings, participation in Community Engagement 
Program/Service and courses in Research, Health and Life Skills. 
 

The School Day 
 
We offer a program that runs from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m.  The purpose of this is to offer students the chance 
to work with teachers and teaching assistants in the late afternoon on homework and to engage other 
activities.  Our long day is not required in the middle school but is strongly encouraged.  The long day is 
required in high school.  Students with special athletic and academic programs in the late afternoon can 
work with the school to build a manageable schedule.  Fridays are short, allowing for doctors 
appointments and other engagements. 
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Middle School Schedule 

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

8-8:50 Math 8-8:50 Math 8-8:50 Math 
8:55-10:05 Block 1 8:55-10:05 Block 1 8:55-10:05 Block 1 
10:05-10:15 Break 10:05-10:15 Break 10:05-10:15 Break 
10:15-11:25 Block 2 10:15-11:25 Block 2 10:20-11:10 World Language 
11:35-12:00 Chapel 11:30-12:05 PE 11:20-12:10 Chapel 
12:00-12:45 Lunch 12:05-12:50 Lunch 12:10-12:55 Lunch 
12:45-1:20 PE 12:50-1:40 World Language 12:55-1:30 PE 
1:25-2:15 World Language 1:45-2:30 Elective 1:35-2:45 Block 2 
2:20-3:05 Elective 2:40-3:10 Club Meeting   
 

Thursday Friday 
8-8:50 Math 8-8:50 Math 
8:55-10:05 Block 1 8:55-10:05 Block 1 
10:05-10:15 Break 10:05-10:15 Break 
10:15-11:25 Block 2 10:15-11:25 Block 2 
11:30-12:05 PE 10:35-12:00 Chapel 
12:05-12:50 Lunch 12:00-12:45 Lunch 
12:50-1:40 World Language 12:45-1:20 PE 
1:45-2:30 Elective 1:25-2:15 Life Skills 
  2:20-3:05 Elective 
 
 
*This is a draft schedule subject to change as we build our faculty and staff but it will give each student a sense of their day. 
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The Middle School 
Grade 6, 7 and 8 

 
The middle school academic program has five primary parts: STEM, English, History, Math and Language.  
Students will have 50 minutes of math and languages per day as well as longer blocks for project-based work in 
STEM, History, and English.  Middle school students will also participate in Physical Education and Art electives 
during the day. 

 
The Science, Technology, Engineering and Math Department (STEM) Institute 

 
Middle school students will trace the history of science, from Archimedesʼ principle to modern brain research, in an 
integrated STEM program that focuses on the context and implications of science standards. By combining 
traditional branches of science, technology, engineering and math, students learn to look beyond the divisions 
between these fields and come to understand science as a process, rather than a series of unrelated facts. 
Engaging labs and hands-on projects are the primary way of learning and evaluating students during this course of 
study. The integrated STEM curriculum will prepare students for the more traditional science education offered in 
high school, and imbue them with the understanding that science is a process that can be applied in every facet of 
their own lives. 
 

6th Grade: Observing the World 
The first course in our middle school STEM sequence 
introduces students to the idea of science as a 
progression of discovery in which established facts 
are always open to testing and questioning.  In this 
course, we focus on areas of scientific knowledge 
that are accessible through direct observation with 
the five senses: forces, motion and buoyancy, heat 
and optics, and the natural history of life on our 
planet.  By repeating classical experiments, students 
will learn to think quantitatively, track data and use 
mathematical reasoning to draw conclusions.  
Readings will include classical scientific texts. 
 
7th Grade: From Microscope to Telescope  
This course explores the idea of scale and our place 
in the universe, from the infinitesimal to the infinite, 
and introduces students to invisible worlds that can 
only be accessed with the aide of technology.  
Starting with atomic structure and electricity, we will 
move upward to chemical reactions and acid/base 

chemistry, cell biology, ecological cycles, geology and 
plate tectonics, and finally the solar system, the 
galaxy, the universe, and the multiverse.  We will 
continue our emphasis on lab science and consider 
how both technology such as microscopes, and 
mathematical techniques such as algebra open new 
areas of understanding. 
 
8th Grade: Complex Systems 
Our final STEM sequence course exposes students 
to the abstract world of the scientific theory.  The lab 
component will be heavily emphasized, and students 
will be expected not only to draw conclusions from 
what they see, but also to build effective models to 
explain the trends they observe.  Topics covered this 
year include ecology, weather, genetics, evolution, 
animal behavior, and robotics.  We end the year with 
the most complex system of all: the human brain.  
Readings may include Oliver Sacks, Charles Darwin, 
and Stephen Jay Gould. 
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History 
 

Middle school History courses meet two times every three days.  They are designed to provide context for the 
English courses, promote critical thinking about historical trends and their implications for future policy, and develop 
analytical writing.  
 
Myth, Legend, and Geography (6th) 
History in the 6th grade will allow us to explore how 
humans are influenced by the place where they live.  
Cultures studied may include ancient Greece and 
Rome, Egypt, China, Aztecs, Incas and Mayans, as 
well as Native Americans.  This course offers a strong 
foundation for the work done in 6th grade English and 
also allows the room to bring a variety of students 
from different backgrounds up to date in the way 
ESLA will teach history in the middle and high school 
program. 
 
Foundations of Western Civilization (7th) 
In the History portion of 7th grade humanities, we will 
study the major events and ideologies that have 
contributed to modern Western societies.  In our first 
semester, we cover Hellenistic Greek civilization to 
the medieval period. We will examine the classical 
Greek and Hebrew influences on the political 
philosophy and practices of Rome, reading selections 
from Plato, Aristotle and the Bible. We will trace the 
rise and fall of the Roman Empire exploring conflicts 
between secular and church powers, feudalism, the 
guild system, the crusades and plagues. The 
contributions of Ireland and the Golden Age of the 
Muslim Civilization will also be considered. We end 
this semester in the High Middle Ages with the 
recovery of Aristotle and the birth of the university. 
Our second semester covers the Late Middle Ages 

and Renaissance through the Enlightenment. 
Examining scientific developments, the shift to 
Humanism and the rise of the merchant class, we 
follow the historical trajectory toward the age of 
reason and the birth of democracy. We end with a 
comparison of the French and American Revolutions 
and a look back at our starting place in the classical 
world. 
 
Reality and Myth in the American Experience 
After studying world cultures and foundation myths in 
6th grade, then foundations of modernity in 7th, we 
continue the story with American history and myth in 
8th.  A major focus of this course will be the role of 
myth in American culture: what are our origin stories 
and legends as a nation, how have they shaped our 
culture, and how do they hold up to scrutiny?  
Through in-depth study American history, culture, and 
government and close reading of primary documents, 
we will examine the many contradictory ways that the 
intentions of our Founding Fathers are currently 
interpreted.  In addition to considering the major 
events and ideological developments within America, 
we will study the theme of American Exceptionalism 
and our impact upon the larger world.  No easy 
answers will be given; instead, students will have to 
undertake numerous analytical and persuasive writing 
assignments to defend their interpretations of history. 
 

 
 

English 
 
Middle school English courses complement the history program by exposing students to Literature from a variety of 
perspectives and historical periods.  Each English course also contains a public speaking focus in addition to 
reading and writing components. 
 
Origins and Rites of Passage (6th) 
In 6th grade English we will consider how myths and 
origin stories shape peoplesʼ understanding of 
themselves.  By reading texts such as Bullfinchʼs 
Mythology, the Bible, and origin stories from a variety 
of cultures, we will develop our critical reading skills 
and practice defending an interpretation of a text.  We 
will also read modern coming-of-age story such as 

The Green Glass Sea and consider the question: how 
has the process of growing up and the rites of 
passage associated with it changed over time?  The 
public speaking portion of the course will ask students 
to explore the theme of rites of passage both in their 
own lives an in reference to a historical text. 
 
Foundations in Literary Tradition (7th) 
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To complement our historical study of the modern 
worldʼs foundations, we will examine great literary 
traditions in our Literature portion.  Major political and 
philosophical works from Aristotle and Plato will be 
presented alongside great novels that have shaped 
modern literary traditions, such as Huckleberry Finn 
and To Kill a Mockingbird.  We will continue to study 
grammar, write analytical essays, and develop our 
public speaking skills through a preliminary study of 
Aristotleʼs Rhetoric and the various types of 
persuasive speech. 
 
The Literature of Satire and Fantasy (8th) 
As a complement to their study of myth in the 
American narrative, our Literature course will 

consider the political role of satire and fantasy.  Our 
central questions will be: “What is the purpose of 
satire and how does it effect social change?” and 
“Why is it effective and/or necessary to couch the true 
intentions of a work in a veneer of fantasy?”  We will 
dig deeply into works like Frankenstein and Alice in 
Wonderland -- seminal works in science fiction and 
surrealist writing, respectively -- and try to expose the 
social criticism hidden within.  We will also read 
Shakespeareʼs A Midsummer Nightʼs Dream, Ernest 
Hemmingway, George Orwell, Ray Bradbury, Ursula 
Le Guin, and Douglas Adams.  In preparation for high 
school, students will have to choose one of our texts 
and advance an original thesis in written and oral 
form.

 
 

Ethics, Philosophy and Theology (Integrated into History courses) 
 
In middle school, teachers from the Philosophy, Ethics and Religion Department offer units in the History courses 
that are relevant to these disciplines. These units contribute to studentsʼ understanding of both the Hebrew and 
Greek modes of thought that contributed to Western Civilization.  
 
Heroes, Prophets and Suffering Servants (6th) 
There are a host of characters in ancient texts and 
stories that have informed Western literature: Greek 
heroes and philosopher-kings, Greek and Native-
American tricksters, Israelite prophets and warriors, 
the suffering servants in Isaiah and Job, and Jesus 
and his apostles. This unit examines these characters 
as literary types and as representatives of different 
ways to respond ethically to difficult situations.  
 
The Seven Virtues (7th) 
Platoʼs Republic cites four virtues that were 
necessary for a just and well-ordered polis (city-
state): courage, restraint, justice and prudence. The 
New Testament cites three primary virtues: faith, 
hope and love. Philosophers from the early Common 
Era through the Middle Ages commented on and 
reinterpreted these seven virtues (known as the 4 
Cardinal Virtues and the 3 Theological Virtues) in 
their writings on ethics. This unit examines the 

original texts of these virtues and ways various 
scholars interpreted them according to their own 
philosophical thought and systems. We pay special 
attention to the way different social structures 
influenced their interpretation.  
 
The Abolitionists (8th) 
During the Civil War, arguably our countyʼs most 
violent and divided era, a small group of people 
worked steadily to bring enslaved people to freedom. 
Unlike most people who sympathized with the 
Abolitionist cause, these people acted. And unlike the 
people who supported slavery, these people 
adamantly affirmed the equal status of all humans. 
Strangely, most of these groups shared a common 
sacred text (the Bible) and a common religion 
(Christianity). This unit explores what was unique 
about the Abolitionists and what motivated them to 
act including their social thought, history, and the way 
they interpreted scripture.  

 
 

Math 
 
Middle School students take math courses daily in short, 50-minute blocks.  This provides consistent reinforcement 
of concepts and ensures that abstract concepts are broken into easily digestible pieces.  
 
Integrated Math (6th) 
Integrated math is designed to prepare incoming 
students for the rigorous math curriculum at ESLA. An 

emphasis is placed on basic computational skills 
including fractions, decimals, percents, square roots, 
and exponents.  Practical math is also covered in 
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order to prepare students for STEM courses and for 
everyday computations. 
 
Pre-Algebra (6th or 7th) 
This course is intended for 6th and 7th graders who 
have mastered basic computational skills and are 
ready to progress into abstract math. Topics covered 
include natural numbers and the number line, factors, 
associativity and distributivity, order of operations, 
and variables. 
 
Algebra (7th or 8th) 
This course provides a deep introduction to the 
mathematics of variables and unknowns.  Topics 

include linear equations, quadratic equations, 
systems of equations, functions, and inequalities. 
 
Geometry (8th or 9th) 
Geometry introduces students to the concepts of 
mathematical logic and proof in the context of 
Euclidian geometry.  Topics covered include lines, 
parallel lines, construction, polygons, triangles, area, 
volume, the Pythagorean theorem, and coordinates. 
This course builds on and reinforces algebraic skills.  
Students will also gain an appreciation for classical 
mathematics through readings of Euclid and other 
mathematicians

 
 

World Language 
 

As with Math, World Language classes are offered daily in 50-minute blocks that provide for consistent 
reinforcement.  All middle school students are required to take Latin in the 6th grade and strongly encouraged to 
continue through 7th and 8th.  This program provides a foundation for the formal study of all languages, including 
English. 

 
Latin Language and Culture (6th) 
This course introduces 6th grade students to the study 
of Latin.  Students will explore the historical influence 
of the Latin language and its relevance to modern 
languages such as the Romance family and English.  
This course also includes a history component, in 
which Latin is explored through the context of Roman 
history and myth. 
 
Latin I  
All entering students in the middle school are required 
to take Latin I.  This course introduces students to the 
basic structure of the Latin language and the process 
of translation. 
 
Latin II  
This course builds on the foundation established in 
Latin I, which is a prerequisite.  As translation is 
integral to the study of Latin, this course can be 
thought of as a hybrid between a foreign language 
and a Literature course; our main emphasis will be 

the sense translation of classical Latin works into 
English. 
 
Spanish I  
This course is intended for non-native speakers and 
native speakers with no prior coursework in Spanish.  
Students will begin to build a Spanish vocabulary and 
basic conversational skills.  We will practice the 
simple present, past preterit, and past imperfect 
tenses through written, oral, and listening exercises. 
 
Spanish II  
This course is intended for students with prior 
exposure to the Spanish language in an academic 
setting.  Students will broaden their vocabulary and 
learn several additional verb tenses – the simple 
future, continuous, perfect, and subjunctive tenses – 
through reading, writing, and exploring Spanish 
culture through stories, songs, and films.  This course 
will also include an oral presentation component. 
 

 
 

Art 
 

Our Middle School Integrated Arts program is based on the idea that the abilities to create art and appreciate it are 
distinct, though complementary, skills that can be developed in all students.  Through exposure to performance art, 
music theory, digital art, and many more, students will have an opportunity to explore the breadth of the artistic 
disciplines and figure out where they want to focus their creative energies in High School. 
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Integrated Arts I  
In this introductory course to the Arts, students will 
gain broad exposure to various domains of artistic 
expression and appreciation.  Students will learn 
fundamentals of drawing such as perspective, 
shading, and construction of figures; painting and 
color use; music appreciation, music reading, theory, 
and development of the musical sense; and basics of 
theater including monologue and improvisation.   

 
Integrated Arts II 
In the second course in the middle school Arts 
sequence, we focus on the integration of technology 
and art.  Foci of this course include digital image 
manipulation, vector graphic design, basic web 
design, digital photography, music production, and 
video production.  Students will be exposed to 
important software such as Adobe Photoshop ®, 
Illustrator® and Dreamweaver®, as well as 
FinalCut®. 
 
Choir  
Do you wish your life were more like a musical?  
Maybe you need a little more classical training?  Our 
Choir class will create an ensemble that will perform 

show tunes, rock, a capella, sacred music and more.  
This class will become the primary training ground for 
chapel choirs, the school musical and other 
community entertainment. 
 
Songwriting and Digital Music 
Have you ever listened to a new song on the radio 
and thought I could do better than that!  In this class, 
you will learn to express yourself through songwriting 
using industry-standard digital music tools. 
 
Theater and Improv 
If you wonder what it might be like to be someone 
else for a day – a princess or a thief, a Greek god or 
a fearsome tyrant – then you belong in the theater.  
Learn how to create a character, perform a 
monologue, develop a scene, and hone your 
improvisational skills through outrageous games. 
 
Band 
No previous experience with an instrument is 
required!  Learn to play strings, brass, keyboard, and 
more while playing music with your classmates.  We 
will focus on rock music but will incorporate other 
genres as well, based partially on student interest. 

 
Electives 

 
Journalism 
Extra!  Extra!  In Journalism, you and a team of fellow 
intrepid student reporters will create a monthly 
newspaper covering important events in our 
community.  Learn skills such as journalistic writing, 
photography, graphic design, editing, layout, and 
publishing. 
 
Imagineering 
What do theme park rides, sports cars, and cell 
phones have in common?  Each incorporates aspects 
of technology and engineering with breathtaking 
design.  In this course, you will learn to use our 
Incubator space and its technologies to create 
functional yet aesthetically pleasing inventions, such 
as a CO2-powered car! 

 
Robotics 
Whether you know it or not, robots are all around us – 
they control the temperature in our homes, change 
traffic lights, and even perform surgeries.  In this 
class, you will learn to use LEGO® pieces to build 
and program your own robots. 
 
Debate and Persuasion 
The art of convincing others goes back thousands of 
years.  In Debate and Persuasion, you will learn to 
craft a flawless argument and convince others to take 
your position; then, you will put your skills to the test 
by engaging your classmates in competitive debate. 

 
Research, Health and Life Skills 

 
Research, Health and Life Skills (6th, 7th, and 8th grade) 
Health and Life Skills is a required, ongoing course offered for one hour per week throughout middle school.  Topics 
covered will include: use of the library, searching online databases, conducting research, interpersonal skills, 
conflict resolution, collaboration, relationships, and physical and emotional development. 
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High School 
Grade 9, 10, 11, 12 

 
High school offers the same consistency in math and languages (50 minutes each day) but divides the science and 
humanities programs into more traditional subjects areas so as to prepare our students for college level work as 
well as the Advanced Placement Exams. 
 

Science and Technology 
 
Our high school science department includes more traditional subject divisions than the middle school STEM 
program, but our approach to science education remains innovative and dedicated to reflecting changes in actual 
scientific fields.  Our Science courses are organized around three main goals: (1) to recognize how computing 
technology has revolutionized and unified scientific disciplines, (2) to apply these technologies in the classroom in a 
way that reflects their actual use in scientific labs, and (3) to prepare students to read primary scholarly sources 
(rather than relying on textbooks). 
 
Chemistry (9th grade, required) 
Students are introduced to a variety of fundamental 
topics, including periodicity of the elements, ionic and 
covalent bonding, acid/base chemistry, stoichiometry, 
reaction kinetics, solubility, naming conventions, and 
oxidation-reduction.  Algebra I is a pre- or co-requisite 
for this course; all topics are understood through 
quantitative labs and mathematical modeling. 
 
Biology (10th grade, required) 
Building on knowledge established in Chemistry, 
Biology introduces students to life science at the 
biochemical, molecular, cellular, tissue, organismal, 
behavioral, and systems levels. Topics covered 
include genetics, cell structure, and animal behavior. 
Throughout the course, students develop quantitative 
reasoning skills and, through a deep understanding of 
evolution, draw connections between structure and 
function.  We will also read current and historical 
scholarly articles, focusing on the Modern Synthesis 
of evolutionary biology and the rise of biotechnology. 
 
Physics (Elective) 
This course is intended for students with a general 
interest in physics but who do not have experience in 
calculus. Topics covered include mechanics and 
Newtonian physics, fluid dynamics, electricity and 
optics, heat, relativity, atomic, and quantum physics, 
and astronomy and cosmology.  Geometry is a 
prerequisite. 
 
AP Chemistry (Elective) 
AP Chemistry is intended for students with a strong 
interest in chemistry and demonstrable success in 
science courses.  It is the equivalent of a first-year 
inorganic chemistry sequence in college.  Topics 
covered are similar to those in Chemistry, but are 

done so in greater depth, with more frequent and 
challenging experiments and a higher level of 
quantitative reasoning. 
 
AP Physics C (Elective) 
This Advanced-Placement physics course is 
equivalent to a college course and prepares students 
for the two Physics C AP tests: Mechanics and 
Electricity/Magnetism.  AP Calculus is a pre- or co-
requisite and the mathematical component of this 
course will be rigorous and challenging.  Lab work is 
heavily emphasized and the course is enriched 
through several in-class competitions. 
 
AP Environmental Science (Elective) 
This is a college-level course that prepares students 
to analyze complex biological, geological, and 
chemical systems, and understand and address 
environmental challenges facing the modern world. 
Laboratory experiments and field studies complement 
in-class discussions and oral presentations on 
environmental issues. 
  
AP Computer Science A (Elective) 
This course is designed to mirror a first-semester 
college computer science course. Through 
exploration of the Java programming language, 
students will learn to read and create programs and 
develop algorithms.  Major topics include object-
oriented programming, program implementation, 
variables, debugging, data structures, and algorithms.  
We will also study legal issues surrounding 
computing, such as intellectual property. 
 
Advanced Computer Science: Software Design 
(Elective) 
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This course is intended for students who have 
demonstrated prior success in AP Computer Science 
A and wish to continue with more advanced 
programming.  In this course, students will explore 
further applications of the Java programming 
language, including arrays, trees, and stacks. 
 Students will also learn basic principles of web and 
mobile application design culminating in a final 
project. 
 
Biotechnology and Genetics (Elective, one 
semester) 
How do you tell if an organism has a certain gene? 
How do you make bacteria that glow in the dark? This 
course is intended for upper-level students who have 
demonstrated prior success in Biology and 
Chemistry, and is equivalent to a lab techniques 
course in college.  Students will develop a “toolbox” of 
techniques used by modern biologists, including 
PCR, bacterial transformation, ELISA, SDS-PAGE, 

and genetic crosses using the workhorse of modern 
genetics, Drosophila melanogaster (the common fruit 
fly). 
 
Electrical Engineering and Robotics (Elective, 
one semester) 
Want to create your own self-balancing scooter or 
electronic security system?  This advanced course in 
electrical engineering and robotics introduces 
students to electrical circuits, prototyping, and 
artificial intelligence. Through the open-source 
Arduino prototyping platform and the use of pre-made 
and original programs, we will create a variety of 
robots to perform different tasks, based in part on 
student interests.  Creativity and a willingness to 
collaborate are necessities for success in this class. 
Students who have not taken AP Physics or AP 
Computer Science must seek permission from the 
instructor. 
 

 
 

History/Political Science 
 

The History department is constantly engaging with the question: how do we make the study of the past relevant to 
the present and future?  To that end, we seek to imbue students with an understanding of the ideological, political, 
social, religious, and economic trends that continue to create and resolve conflicts in our world today.  The way we 
teach and understand history changes every day and we continue to build coursework to reflect those changes. 
 
World History I (9th) 
This course provides a broad survey of human history 
from the birth of civilization and agriculture to the 
Renaissance era.  Along the way, we will examine the 
worldʼs great empires, including Egypt, Greece, 
Rome, and China.  We will examine the effects of the 
fall of Rome on Europe and the Middle East.  Finally, 
we will compare and contrast the feudal periods in 
Europe and Japan, and seek to understand the 
factors that lead to European dominance in world 
affairs.  Along the way, we will consider major 
questions in the field of history: What is the study of 
history?  How has it changed over time?  Does a 
peoplesʼ history define them?  To answer these 
questions, we will examine primary documents, 
compare the works of ancient historians such as 
Herodotus with modern accounts, and practice 
analytical writing. 
 
AP US History (10th) 
This course will prepare students for the Advanced 
Placement test in US History and cover major 
developments in American politics from the Colonial 
era to the present day.  As this course is intended to 
be the equivalent of a first-year college course, in 
addition to learning the “names and dates” of 

American history, students will be expected to 
analyze historical documents and draw conclusions 
from these texts.  The focus of the course will be on 
how American citizenship has been defined in 
different time periods and how social, economic, and 
political forces have reshaped this definition.  This 
course provides context for the study of American 
Literature in 10th-grade English. 
 
American Studies (10th) 
This course is designed as an alternative to AP US 
History.  As in AP US History, we will examine the 
development of American identity from the pre-
colonial era to the present, but with a stronger literary 
focus.  Along the way, we will consider the major 
events of American history, including the Revolution 
and the Constitutional Congress, the Civil war and 
slavery, 20th century global conflicts, and the Civil 
Rights movement. We will also look to outside 
perspectives on Americaʼs impact on the world, 
including de Tocquevilleʼs Democracy in America.  
This course provides context for the study of 
American Literature in 10th-grade English. 
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World History II (Upper div. requirement) 
Continuing the story where World History I left off, this 
begins with the ideological and cultural changes of 
the Enlightenment and continues to the present day.  
Major emphasis will be placed on the revolutions and 
international conflicts of the 20th century, including the 
two World Wars, and the implications of these 
conflicts for modern relations between the United 
States, Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and East 
Asia.  Drawing conclusions from primary sources will 
be a major focus of this course. 
 
AP Government (Upper div. elective) 
This course will prepare students to take the 
Advanced Placement exam in US Government and 
Politics and builds on the knowledge base 
established in 10th-grade American history.  Rather 
than studying specific events in US History for their 
own sake, in this course we look to the broader 
context of ideas and social movements that define 
and redefine American citizenship.  Key questions will 
include: How do Americans participate in politics, and 
from where do they derive their political beliefs?  How 
do the mass media, the party system, lobbyists, and 
Political Action Committees influence modern 
politics?  How are policies formed?  How has the 
judicial system influenced the philosophy of Civil 
Rights?  Through deep critical reading of primary and 
scholarly sources and extensive writing, participants 
in AP Government will transition from being students 
of history to theorists, who can formulate and defend 
original ideas. 
 
European History (AP) 
Beginning in 1450, this course focuses on the 
cultural, economic, political, and social developments 
that shaped the modern world. We will look at the 
impact on modern society and politics, the evolution 
of institutions as well as the artistic and intellectual 
changes throughout this period.  This course, as with 
other AP level courses offered, provides the student 
an opportunity to master historical research and 
analytical writing as well as the option of taking the 
AP test in this area.   
 
AP Human Geography (Upper div. elective) 
This course will prepare students to take the 
Advanced Placement exam in Human Geography 
and is designed to be the equivalent of a first-year 
college course in Geography.  The central issue of 

this class is how human groups use space and 
interact with their environments, and we will consider 
issues of population growth and decline, political 
organization, land use, and the role of ethnicity and 
gender in creating group identity. 
 
Constitution Law 
The goal of this course is to promote civic 
competence and deepen studentsʼ understanding of 
the values, documents, and history that make up 
American Constitutional Democracy. Students will 
examine closely the US Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights and study competing methods for interpreting 
these documents in our legal system and political 
process. Students will also learn how to use these 
founding documents to think through contemporary 
controversies.  
 
Global Change in the 21st Century 
This course examines the economic, political and 
social changes that have been brought about by the 
increased flow of information and technological 
advances of the 21st Century. Students will evaluate 
the promises and the threats of globalization as well 
as competing theories regarding the responsibilities 
of individuals, corporations and states in a globalized 
society. Taking on 4 regions, the course will look 
closely at 1) China, Indonesia, Thailand 2) Turkey, 
Iran, Egypt 3) South Africa, Nigeria, Liberia, Uganda 
4) Brazil, Argentina, The Dominican Republic. 
 
Development, Diplomacy and Defense 
In the past 10 years significant advances have been 
made to develop coherent strategies for managing 
foreign threats. A Development, Diplomacy and 
Defense (or 3D) approach has emerged creating 
significant structural and cultural changes within the 
Pentagon, State Department and US military. This 
course explores three major questions: 1) How has 
US foreign policy been shaped by an attempt to 
balance these strategies? 2) What has been the 
impact of the 3D approach on foreign governments 
and populations? 3) What work remains to be done 
by military leaders, diplomats and development 
workers to better utilize these strategies in an 
integrated and effective way? 
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English 
 
ESLAʼs high school English department embodies our mission of “Innovation and Tradition.”  Through four years of 
English courses, students will read numerous canonical Western and Eastern novelists, poets and philosophers as 
well as a few more obscure and downright controversial ones.  Despite the division of English and History into 
separate departments in high school, courses are still designed to complement one another.  ESLA students will 
graduate well-versed in literature, poetry, creative writing, analytical writing, rhetoric, and public speaking. 

 
From Homer to Steinbeck: an Epic Literary Quest 
(9th Grade) 
In this course, students will witness the 
transformation of the Heroʼs Journey story throughout 
history.  Beginning with Homerʼs Odyssey and ending 
with Steinbeckʼs The Grapes of Wrath, we will 
examine the significance of the Journey story to a 
wide variety of cultures.  Other readings may include 
Beowulf, Heart of Darkness, The Catcher in the Rye, 
selections from Don Quixote, and the poetry of Walt 
Whitman. 
 
The Dream and its Discontents: American 
Literature and Social Criticism (10th) 
Designed to complement the 10th-grade American 
History courses, this English course traces the major 
literary developments in the United States.  Weʼll read 
various contenders for the title of “Great American 
Novel” as well as prominent social criticism.  Books 
may include The Sound and the Fury, The Great 
Gatsby, and selections from Mark Twain, ZZ Packer, 
James Baldwin, Maya Angelou, Malcolm X, and 
Robert Frost.  This course will also include a public 
speaking component and we will seek to build on the 
great tradition of American oratory. 
 
AP English: The Modern Novel and its 
Foundations (Upper division; recommended in 
11th grade) 
This course is designed to prepare students for the 
Advanced Placement test in English Literature and 
mirrors a college-level composition course.  Our 
central questions will be: What defines the “modern” 
period and sensibility in fiction?  How have authors 
contributed to its development, and what does it 
mean when we say a writer was “ahead of his/her 
time?”  Selections may include: Dostoyevskyʼs The 
Brothers Karamazov; Melvilleʼs Moby Dick; Joyceʼs 
Dubliners; Plathʼs The Bell Jar; Kincaidʼs short works; 

Woolfʼs A Room of Oneʼs Own.  Students will engage 
with these texts through literary criticism and will hone 
their analytical writing skills in preparation for the AP 
exam. 
 
Few Words, Big Impact: Short Stories, Satire, and 
Rhetoric (Upper division elective) 
Beginning with Aristotleʼs Rhetoric, we will study the 
science of argument in-depth and practice with many 
persuasive writing assignments.  Readings will focus 
on short works and political satire, and authors may 
include Camus, Kafka, Poe, Foster Wallace, Capote, 
Vonnegut, Didion, and Sedaris. 
 
The Dream of Reason: Magical Realism, 
Philosophy, and the Absurd (Upper division 
elective) 
Welcome to a world in which magic carpets and 
ghosts are commonplace, while ordinary objects 
inspire awe.  This course will introduce students to 
magical realism, Existentialism, and ambiguity.  
Students will read selections from philosophers such 
as Plato, Kierkegaard, Kant and Freud as well as 
novels by Garcia Marquez, Camus, Nabokov, 
Allende, and Gogol and poems by Ginsburg. 
 
Creative Writing (12th grade elective) 
This workshop course is ideal for students who want 
to write their own fiction; we will focus on the short 
story with a lesser emphasis on poetry.  Students 
should expect to write every day and be prepared to 
share their work with the class and provide 
constructive criticism to fellow students.  We will learn 
a variety of creative writing exercises while exploring 
elements of fiction, including dialogue, description, 
plot, and action; extensively edit our work through in-
class workshops; learn from great writers such as 
Ernest Hemmingway, Truman Capote, Joan Didion, 
and more; and prepare a portfolio of original writing. 
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Math 

 
Math can be a polarizing subject; while some students excel at math, many struggle to see the relevance to their 
daily lives – a true tragedy, as math is only becoming more essential as the economy is increasingly driven by new 
technologies and new ideas.  For those who love math, we provide opportunities to advance beyond Calculus; for 
those who believe they are not as gifted in math, we are expansive in our definition of this field and offer classes in 
Economics, Finance, and Entrepreneurship. 
 
Geometry (8th or 9th) 
Geometry introduces students to the concepts of 
mathematical logic and proof in the context of 
Euclidian geometry.  Topics covered include lines, 
parallel lines, construction, polygons, triangles, area, 
volume, the Pythagorean theorem, and coordinates. 
This course builds on and reinforces algebraic skills. 
 
Algebra II (9th or 10th) 
This course builds on fundamentals established in 
Algebra and Geometry and covers advanced topics in 
algebra such as systems of equations, functions, 
series, polynomials, logarithms, and imaginary 
numbers. 
 
Precalculus (10th or 11th) 
This course is intended to prepare students for the 
study of Calculus, and builds on previous topics while 
covering algebra and geometry in greater depth. 
Trigonometry is a major focus; conic sections, 
functions, imaginary numbers, and 
logarithmic/exponential functions are covered. 
 
Calculus AB/BC (11th or 12th) 
These courses are intended to prepare students to 
take the AP Calculus exam at the AB or BC level.  AB 
presents a less rigorous survey of calculus topics, 
including continuity, limits, differentiation, integrals, 
and the Fundamental Theorem.  BC covers these 
topics in greater depth. 
  
Honors Multivariable Calculus and Linear Algebra 
(12th) 
This course is intended for advanced students with a 
strong interest in mathematics that have 
demonstrated prior success in BC Calculus.  Topics 
of study may include topology, multivariable calculus, 
differential equations, vectors, and matrices.  Will be 
offered only if there is sufficient interest. 
 
AP Statistics (Elective) 
AP Statistics is open to successful math students who 
have completed Algebra II.  As a college-level 
statistics course, statistical methods are put into 

practice to solve real-world problems; computer 
modeling is also emphasized.  Topics covered 
include averages, standard deviations, probability, 
error analysis, and stochastic functions.  This course 
is open to students in all areas of interest, but is 
recommended for students with an interest in natural 
and social sciences, as well as to students with a 
desire to understand how statistics are applied (and 
misused) in politics, science, sports, and beyond. 
 
Introduction to Economics (Elective; lower div. 
students must seek permission of instructor) 
This course will introduce students to topics in micro- 
and macroeconomics.  This course will cover similar 
topics to those assessed on the two Economics AP 
exams, but in less depth.  In the Micro portion of the 
class, we will cover supply and demand curves, 
scarcity, opportunity cost, factor markets, and 
comparative advantage.  In the Macro portion, we will 
study economic performance measures, fiscal and 
monetary policy, and growth.  This class is intended 
for students at all levels with a demonstrated prior 
success with quantitative reasoning who are 
interested in gaining exposure to economic theory.  
Analytical writing and presentation skills will be major 
assessment methods. 
 
Finance  
This course exposes students to the practical aspects 
of financial accounting for individuals and businesses. 
The personal finance portion will cover budgeting, 
taxation, investments, retirement and saving, credit 
and loans.  The business finance portion will teach 
students how to create, read and analyze financial 
statements and annual reports, track expenses and 
revenues, and monitor inventory. Students will learn 
to use digital tools to balance checkbooks and create 
budgets.   
 
Entrepreneurship in a Globalized Economy 
This course introduces students to the basics of 
entrepreneurship while challenging them to consider 
how socially responsible business practices can 
transform lives and communities. Topics covered 
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include developing and implementing a business 
plan, marketing, micro-finance, web-based sales, 
business ethics, innovation, raising capital and 
assuming risk. Students will analyze and compare 

startup companies in various phases of maturity, 
learn to identify factors that are predictive of success 
and failure, and evaluate how well companies 
achieve their stated ethical commitments.  

 
 

Ethics, Philosophy and Theology 
 

The Ethics, Philosophy and Religion Department helps students think critically through questions of global and 
contemporary concern, address their personal questions of meaning, and imagine creative responses to problems 
students face now and in the future.  This balance is crucial to the formation of our students as ethical leaders in 
communities of faith, the nation and the world. We carry out this work in the context of an academically rigorous 
program that honors the contributions of the ancient and near past but leans toward contemporary, working 
practitioners who are relevant in their fields today. 
 
World Religions: Sources of Conflict, Resources 
for Peace  
This course introduces students to the five main world 
religions by studying the conflicts they have been 
associated with, both as antagonists and 
peacemakers. Throughout the course we ask “what 
are people doing, creatively or destructively, with the 
unique tradition they have received?” We will also 
examine how other forces (political and economic) 
impact religious identity and practice. First-person 
accounts from documentaries, books, articles, guest 
speakers and news sources will be primary resources 
for the class. The goals of the course are to 
familiarize students with major world religions and 
prepare them to think critically but compassionately 
about current events in a multi-religious world. 
 
Reading Sacred Texts  
This course surveys the Hebrew and Christian 
Scriptures and is designed to familiarize students with 
the major stories, characters and themes of the Bible. 
Students will gain an understanding of the social, 
political and theological backgrounds of the biblical 
texts, an appreciation for the literary genres unique to 
biblical writing, and develop skills for close and 
thoughtful reading. Students will also learn to identify 
and interpret biblical references in art, literature and 
popular culture. 
 
The Cave and the Screen  
From Platoʼs The Cave to the modern day computer 
screen, this course explores the questions “what is 
real?” (Ontology) and “how do we know?” 
(Epistemology) with special concern for addressing 
the nature of human freedom, human potential and 
human limits. As humans continue to expand their 
reach through technology – by living longer, in outer 

space, cyberspace and virtual reality – these 
questions remain important and relevant to ethical 
communities as they enter unknown territories.   
 
Ecology of Grace  
How can we connect what we believe to what we 
actually do with respect to the environment? This 
course explores theological resources for doing 
environmental ethics. We begin with an historical 
perspective, examining intellectual and economic 
changes, especially in the early modern era, that 
contributed to a view of humanity that is disconnected 
from nature. We then explore religious traditions from 
the West, East and Global South for resources that 
could help us clarify and carry out our moral 
obligations to the Earth and future generations. From 
earth-based Celtic spirituality to African activists who 
are among the first climate change refugees, students 
will be inspired and challenged to reflect on their own 
beliefs and actions and perhaps lead others to do the 
same. 
 
Skeptics and Believers: Foundations in 
Philosophy and Theology  
This course explores the modes of inquiry that are 
common to philosophy and theology and that 
distinguish philosophy from theology. We do this by 
addressing some of the major questions that have 
captured imaginations in both disciplines including: 
Does God exist? What is our relationship to the 
earth? What is the nature, purpose and cause of 
suffering and evil? How free are we? What is our 
obligation to one another? By reading a variety of 
thinkers from different eras, students trace how they 
are in conversation with each other and are invited to 
contribute their own thoughts to the discourse.  
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World Languages 

 
Our course offerings in World Languages reflect our belief that Language should be taught as a dynamic, living 
medium – not something that can be contained in a textbook.  Each of our language programs begins with a 
traditional introduction to the vocabulary, syntax, grammar, and conjugation of a language.  As students advance, 
however, they are increasingly exposed to conversational and professional use of their language of study, ensuring 
that students graduate from ESLA better able to apply their language skills to the real world. 

 
Latin I  
This course introduces students to the basic structure 
of the Latin language and the process of translation; it 
is intended for high school students who did not enroll 
in our middle school.  Latin I students will study the 
grammar, syntax, and vocabulary of the Latin 
language through both formal study and reading 
primary sources. 
 
Latin II  
This course builds on the foundation established in 
Latin I, which is a prerequisite.  As translation is 
integral to the study of Latin, this course can be 
thought of as a hybrid between a foreign language 
and a Literature course; our main emphasis will be 
the sense translation of classical Latin works into 
English through correct understanding of both the 
intent and the mechanics of the original work.  We will 
continue to study Latin grammar and vocabulary 
while broadening our approach to include study of 
metaphor and figurative language. 
 
Latin III Honors: Vergil (AP Option) 
Latin III Honors will allow students to develop their 
translation skills and appreciation for Latin literature 
through extensive study of Vergilʼs Aeneid and other 
classical texts.  We will continue to study Latin 
grammar and vocabulary, with a greater focus on 
literary elements such as idiomatic language, figures 
of speech, metaphor, metrics, and allusion.  Students 
will have the option of taking the Latin AP exam. 
 
Spanish I  
This course is intended for non-native speakers and 
native speakers with no prior coursework in Spanish.  
Students will begin to build a Spanish vocabulary and 
basic conversational skills.  We will practice the 
simple present, past preterit, and past imperfect 
tenses through written, oral, and listening exercises. 
 
Spanish II  
This course is intended for students with prior 
exposure to the Spanish language in an academic 
setting.  Students will broaden their vocabulary and 

learn several additional verb tenses – the simple 
future, continuous, perfect, and subjunctive tenses – 
through reading, writing, and exploring Spanish 
culture through stories, songs, and films.  This course 
will also include an oral presentation component. 
 
AP Spanish  
This course is designed to prepare students for the 
AP Spanish Language exam, which includes written, 
spoken, listening, and cultural components.  We will 
continue to build our vocabulary and proficiency with 
verb tenses through formal study; however, as the 
goal of this course is that students will be able to 
understand and communicate with native speakers in 
culturally appropriate ways, we will engage with Latin 
American and Spanish cultures by reading 
newspaper articles and fiction, listening to radio and 
music, watching film and television, and participating 
in projects that involve taking our language skills 
outside the classroom. 
 
Spanish Honors: Medical Translation  
For students who have completed AP Spanish III, this 
course is intended to develop practical language skills 
in the medical setting.  Through both classroom study 
and a hospital internship program, students will hone 
their language skills and practice cultural competence 
and compassion by facilitating communication 
between Spanish- and English-speakers. 
 
Mandarin I  
This course introduces students to the study of the 
Mandarin language.  Students will learn the basic 
structure of the language and begin to read and write 
characters.  As Mandarin is a tonal language, the 
major goal of the course is that students will be able 
to pronounce Mandarin words accurately while 
holding simple conversations. 
 
Mandarin II  
Mandarin II is focused on developing conversational 
skills and reading comprehension.  Building on the 
pronunciation emphasized in Mandarin I, Mandarin II 
students will focus on comprehending and generating 
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sentence-long, socially relevant statements and 
questions; writing dialogues, letters, and simple 
paragraphs; delivering short oral presentations; and 
reading characters. 
 
Mandarin III Honors: Language and Culture 
Mandarin III students will develop more complex 
written, oral, and listening proficiency while gaining an 

understanding of and appreciation for Chinese 
culture.  By the end of the course, students will be 
able to read and write over 1,000 characters; read 
short passages from Chinese literature; deliver short 
oral presentations on cultural topics; and generate 
complex sentences. 

 
 

Art 
 

The mission of the Art department is to recognize the contributions of technologies to the visual and performing arts 
while maintaining artistic traditions.  Students may choose from a variety of art programs, each making innovative 
use of technology without sacrificing fundamental techniques. 

 
 
Drawing and Painting I 
How we approach art is about how we see the world 
and understand light.  In this class, we will focus on 
learning to see the world around us and express that 
world on a two dimensional surface.  This course not 
only gives a student a strong set of skills, it will fuel 
their creativity.  Challenged to use new tools and 
mediums, exposed to abstract and representation, a 
student will begin to build their portfolio. 
 
Drawing and Painting II 
Taking from the pieces of Drawing and Painting I, this 
course focuses on life drawing.  The class will focus 
on the human form.   We will look at the figure across 
different times, cultures and movements in art. 
 
Graphic Design I: Print Media 
This course focuses on graphic design for print media 
including typography, page layout and visual art. 
Students learn strategies for integrating traditional 
and computer-generated images into their larger 
designs. Assignments include text-heavy, 
commercial, fine art and experimental projects.  
 
Graphic Design II: Computer Graphics and Web 
Design 
The Internet presents an opportunity for art that is 
both interactive and widely disseminated. This course 
blends fine art, photography, graphic design and 
computer coding to build websites. Students consider 
both strategies for the organization and layout of 
information in digital form as well as theory and 
techniques for creating and presenting original, web-
based art.   
 
Film Production 

As a highly collaborative art, filmmaking requires a 
working knowledge of several crafts. This course 
introduces students to a variety of tasks involved in 
filmmaking including writing and directing, 
cinematography, lighting and production design, 
acting, producing and editing. Through the study of 
film history and technique, students will be challenged 
to develop their own filmmaking style in dialogue with 
past and present filmmakers and movements. In the 
final project, students will have the opportunity to 
write and direct their own short film as well as work in 
supportive roles on their classmateʼs films.   
 
Theater I 
Designed to give students an introduction to several 
aspects of theatrical production, Theatre I covers the 
on-stage and back-stage contributions to a theatrical 
production and the fundamental task of storytelling. 
Students participate in exercises to promote basic 
acting skills like concentration, relaxation and trust 
and learn performance techniques to communicate 
fully developed characters. Students are also 
introduced to the technical aspects of theatre 
including costumes, sets and lights, and learn how to 
make these elements work in the service of the story. 
 
Theater II 
This course emphasizes scene development and 
dramaturgy. Students may specialize in a particular 
role (actor, director or technician) but class 
discussions challenge students to reflect on how to 
best advance the story and deepen the world in which 
the theatrical action takes place.  Through games and 
exercises, students will also practice improvisation. 
 
Digital Photography I  
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In this course, students are introduced to traditional 
photography elements of style including composition, 
color and light using digital photography techniques. 
Emphasis is placed on subject selection, pre-
production and camera work to achieve a variety of 
results including film-like effects. As students develop 
their craft, they are introduced to photography history, 
theory and aesthetic movements.   
 
Digital Photography II 

This course continues to build on the foundations of 
Digital Photography I, but emphasizes post-
production including advanced techniques in 
Photoshop®. Digital darkroom, image editing and 
enhancement are explored and experimentation is 
encouraged.   
 
 
* NB our art offerings will change/be enhanced by 
yearly artists in residence.  

 
 

Research, Health and Life Skills 
 

Research and Life Skills (9th, one semester) 
Research and Life Skills is designed to introduce 
students to foundational skills of analytical research 
at the high school level.  Critical reading of online 
content and effective, safe use of information 
technology will be heavily emphasized.  As our 
science program focuses on the reading of primary 
academic sources rather than textbooks, this course 
will also train students to read and critique scholarly 
articles.  Other topics will include work habits, study 
skills, collaboration, and academic honesty. 
 
Persuasion and Public Speaking 
This course teaches students to be effective and 
persuasive public speakers in a variety of contexts. 
Combining skills in performance, narrative, argument 
and reason, students give a variety of speeches in 
class including elevator pitches, toasts, chapel talks 
and formal debates. In each assignment, students 
reflect on the rhetorical strategies that are relevant to 
particular audiences and occasions. Students will 
also learn strategies for giving both prepared and 
impromptu speeches.  

 
Human Health (10th, one semester) Human Health 
continues the discussion of physical and emotional 
development begun in middle school at an age-
appropriate level for high school students.  Topics 
covered include sexual health, drug abuse, conflict 
resolution, healthy relationships, safe use of 
technology, peer pressure and the bystander effect, 
and emotional well-being. 
 
Everything your Head of School wants you to 
know before you go to college…( 12th, one 
semester) 
This seminar prepares graduating seniors for the 
transition to the next phase of their lives; it provides 
seniors with a space to reflect on their experience in 
high school and develop greater awareness of their 
abilities and limitations.  Skills relevant to their adult 
lives and coming independence will also be 
discussed.  Taught by the Head of School, this is a 
final send off for our graduates with love and prayers.  
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The Incubator: Media Lab ESLA 
 
When infants are born, they know only a few things about how the world behaves, but not many.  They know that 
objects cannot be suspended in midair, but they have not yet figured out, for example, that objects need to be 
supported from the bottom.  They only figure this out the first time they try to stick something to the wall – and it 
comes crashing down.  Infants and children learn about the world by trying things out: this is why they touch things, 
taste things, and break things.  They learn physics through play. 
 
The development of great ideas through fooling around is not limited to infants.  Mark Zuckerberg famously 
conceived Facemash, a precursor to Facebook, as a prank. Nobel laureate Richard Feynman began his 
revolutionary work on atoms by spinning a plate through the air out of boredom.   
  
While play has long been a source of inspiration for ideas, only recently have businesses begun to capitalize on it, 
holding free-for-all idea sessions and giving engineers designated periods of time to play around with improbable 
inventions.  At ESLA, we believe it is time that schools recognized the value of intellectual play, so we have created 
an invention of our own: the Incubator. 
 
The Incubator is a dedicated, on-campus space for students to play, invent and create; it is designed to foster 
collaboration and innovative use of technology.  Inside the Incubator you will find supplies for building robots or 
electrical circuits.  You will see a fully stocked electronics and wood shop, ensuring that students emerge from 
ESLA with practical, hands-on skills.  You will see computers loaded with video editing, graphic design, and 
programming software.  You might even see a physics class prototyping a new invention, a history class conducting 
research, and students on break stopping by to work on their web application, just for fun. 
 
The Incubator is for the student who loves science but prefers to learn by doing, not memorizing.  It is for the math 
student, who wonders, “Okay, but when am I ever going to use this in real life?” (The Incubator answers: to program 
a robot, to create a video game, to build a website!)  Itʼs for the student who gets how they are doing it in 
class, but thinks he has come up with an even better way. 
  
The culmination of ESLAʼs curriculum is our senior project, in which teams of students use technology to 
create something of value to the community, whether that is an educational video game or a revolutionary 
new invention.  Through years of play in the Incubator, students will constantly work toward developing 
the toolbox of skills they will need not only to succeed in their Senior year, but as entrepreneurs, 
inventors, scientists, and citizens (and best of all, they will not even realize that they are learning).  We 
also believe that with the freedom to create comes responsibility.  Through ESLAʼs ethics program, 
students will learn how to measure the impact of their actions, so that they can invent and create with 
responsibility and purpose. 
 
All schools have playgrounds.  The Incubator is ESLAʼs playground of the mind, our temple to curiosity.  If 
infants learn through play and experimentation, as do adult scientists and entrepreneurs, we think it might 
work for middle and high school, too. 
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Athletics 
 
At ESLA, we believe in the joy of play and the value of competition. Through our physical education 
classes and interscholastic sports teams, students learn to embody the kind of sportsmanship, discipline 
and teamwork that strengthens character both on and off the field. We also recognize that regular 
exercise not only improves our studentsʼ health, but has also been shown to improve academic 
performance. For these reasons, athletics are a central part of school life.  
 
In middle school, all students take a physical education class every day. These classes include team 
sports, individual conditioning and strength training a variety of activities. Students are expected to learn 
proper technique, game rules and safety guidelines. Above all, these classes are fun and high energy. 
 
Students in middle school also have the opportunity to play both interscholastic and intramural sports. 
ESLA teams compete with local independent schools and prepare students for high school athletics.  
 
In high school, physical education offerings are more focused. Students may sign up for strength and 
conditioning, mat or floor exercise classes, or an intramural team sport. Students interested in forming a 
new intramural team must have a faculty sponsor.  
 
As ESLA develops its high school athletic program, we will offer a variety of varsity and junior varsity 
sports including lacrosse, cross-country, soccer, tennis, swimming, basketball and volleyball. 
Initially, our teams will form based on the interest of our student athletes and we expect to have a full 
varsity athletics program by 2015. As an urban school, we will use some of the cityʼs most beautiful 
resources for practice and competition. Whether we are running through the woods of Griffith Park for 
cross-country or playing soccer on a lighted field under the night sky, our first generation of record-setters 
will have an honored place in the schoolʼs history. 
 
 

Beyond the Classroom:  Clubs, Activities and Retreats 
 
Student Clubs and Extra-Curricular Activities 
As a growing school, we are committed to providing students with opportunities to help shape the 
traditions and community life. Our first generation of students will get to dream, invent and lead student 
groups and events that fit their interests and needs. Do you want to found the school newspaper, start an 
ethics bowl, establish a small online business through the media lab, host an annual cultural event, start 
a singing group or an outdoors club, organize a supper club to cook and serve a meal from the local 
farmerʼs market, raise awareness about an issue, take your classmates to volunteer in a soup kit, start a 
relationship with a school in Afghanistan, or implement an annual city-wide scavenger hunt? From the 
silly to the serious, from art to service, the sky is the limit in terms of what we do together in these first 
years at ESLA.  
 
Class Retreats 
While student leadership will be the driving force for regular club activities and events, each year every 
grade will have its own class retreat or trip. The emphasis of these trips may be service, camping, 
educational or cultural. But whether our students are diving off the Catalina Islands to study sea life, 
building a new house or spending several days immersed in a foreign language, these formational trips 
will provide opportunities for students to learn about themselves and strengthen friendships with their 
classmates. They are part of the unforgettable memories that continue to inspire our graduates well 
beyond their time in school.  
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Chapel 
 
ESLA is a school that challenges the mind and cares deeply for the soul.  In the Episcopal tradition, 
Chapel is not about indoctrinating students into the Episcopal Church, but rather about engaging 
questions of the soul:  Who am I?  Why am I here?  What am I supposed to do with my life?  We are a 
community that revels in the tension of intellectual and spiritual questions and we believe that every 
student ought to have the tools to wrestle with these questions for themselves.  We also believe that 
every young person ought to have the space and time to learn to reflect on their life.  Some students will 
come to us as avowed agnostics, others as Presbyterians.  Some students will come from families 
without formal religious exposure, others as Reformed Jews.  Some might even be Episcopalians (very 
few of those in LA)!  This diversity is what will make our life together rich and wonderful.  ESLAʼs chapel 
mission is simply to help a young person come to understand and articulate why they believe what they 
believe and how those beliefs shape whom they become.   
 
The Arts & Music 
In chapel, the school community faithfully attends to the beauty and needs of the world through word, 
music and art. It is a time, as well, in which we lift up our own personal gifts, questions, achievements 
and struggles. Students, faculty and guests participate as musicians, singers, speakers and artists in 
vibrant services that inspire and encourage.    
 
Stewardship, Service & Justice 
The chaplaincy sponsors student groups that form to address specific needs in the school, the city and 
the world. These needs may relate to a variety of concerns including environmental stewardship, care for 
the school and fellow students, response to natural disasters, hunger or poverty. Groups form for a 
designated period of time according to studentsʼ desires to respond to particular issues. In all our efforts 
we take time to respond imaginatively, looking for ways to create possibility, hope and joy in the face of 
the challenges that move us to action.    
 
Students, faculty and guests are regularly invited to give chapel talks that reflect on the intersections of 
their faith, innovation and social concerns. These talks inspire wonder and serve as ongoing reminders 
that our intellect and education are gifts given for the sake of the wider world. The chaplaincy also offers 
other educational opportunities throughout the year that explore how a creative faith can open new 
horizons in our intellectual, artistic and civic endeavors. 
 
 

Study Skills Lab 
 

The Lab is an essential tool for every student.  Staffed by master teachers and teaching assistants, the 
lab offers every student a place to come in the afternoon to study efficiently as individuals and groups.  
The purpose of a long school day is to allow a study to complete as much of their homework as possible 
so that when they return to their families at night, reading is the primary task ahead.   
 

The Open Kitchen 
 
At The Episcopal School of Los Angeles, eating together is a central part of our community.  Instead of 
building a space full of obligatory bad food, questionable behavior and segregated communities, the 
kitchen is one of the hubs of community. Eating with teachers, mentors and special guests, using that 
space for school wide conversations, introducing traditions that will define the community: these things 
are at the core of our mission.  You can expect to enjoy the open kitchen! 
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Uniforms 

 
Every student will wear a very simple school uniform.  Details about this uniform will be announced after 
January 1, 2011.  The purpose of these uniforms is to keep life simple for students and their families! 
 
 
 


